Mothering Sunday morning worship

We can’t meet to worship together at the moment, but we can all pray and
worship wherever we are. This Sunday morning we’ll broadcast a short
service from St Thomas’. It will be available on YouTube and Facebook
from 10.15am, and we’ll use these prayers and readings — if you can’t join
with us, you might like to use these and your own prayers at home.

You might like to have a candle ready to light at the beginning of the
service.

Praising and thanking God

We light this candle to remind us
that the love of God is like a light in our darkness.
Blessed be God for ever.

We praise you, our God, for all mothers
who have loved and laughed and laboured as they cared for their children.
Blessed be God for ever.

We praise you, our God, for all mothers
who have wept in sorrow and joy for their children.
Blessed be God for ever.

We praise you, our God, for Jesus,

born of a woman and nurtured in her love,

and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love.
Blessed be God for ever.



Hymn — Now thank we all our God

Now thank we all our God,

with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done,
in whom his world rejoices;

who from our mother’s arms
hath blessed us on our way

with countless gifts of love,

and still is ours today.

O may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts

and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace,

and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills

in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,

the Son, and him who reigns
with them in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,

whom earth and heaven adore,
for thus it was, is now,

and shall be evermore.

Rinkart, M. and Winkworth, Catherine (tr)

First Reading - 1 Samuel 1:20-end

20Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said,
‘I have asked him of the LORD.’ 2'The man Elkanah and all his household
went up to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice, and to pay his vow. 22But
Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, ‘As soon as the child is
weaned, | will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of the LORD,
and remain there for ever; | will offer him as a nazirite for all time.’ 22Her
husband Elkanah said to her, ‘Do what seems best to you, wait until you



have weaned him; only - may the LORD establish his word.* So the woman
remained and nursed her son, until she weaned him. 2*When she had
weaned him, she took him up with her, along with a three-year-old bull, an
ephah of flour, and a skin of wine. She brought him to the house of the
LORD at Shiloh; and the child was young. 25Then they slaughtered the bull,
and they brought the child to Eli. 26And she said, ‘Oh, my lord! As you live,
my lord, | am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying
to the LORD. #7For this child | prayed; and the LORD has granted me the
petition that | made to him. 2Therefore | have lent him to the LORD; as long
as he lives, he is given to the LORD.’ She left him there for the LORD.

Collect Prayer

God of love,

passionate and strong,

tender and careful:

watch over us and hold us

all the days of our life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Reading - Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one
another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other;
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all,
clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.



Affirmation of Faith

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn — Tell out, my soul

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord!
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice;
Tender to me the promise of his word;

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name!
Make known his might,

the deeds his arm has done;
His mercy sure, from age to age to same;
His holy Name--the Lord, the Mighty One

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might!
Powers and dominions lay their glory by

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word!
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord
To children's children and for evermore!
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