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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

on this most holy night, 
when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, 

the Church invites her children throughout the world 

to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. 

We remember his death and resurrection 

by hearing his word and celebrating his mysteries, 

confident that we shall share his victory over death 

and live with him for ever in God. 

 

Exodus 14:10-15:2 – Crossing the Red Sea 

10As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were 

the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried 

out to the LORD. 11They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were 

no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is 

this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us 

serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve 

the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ 13But Moses said to the 

people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that 

the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom 
you see today you shall never see again. 14The LORD will fight for 

you, and you have only to keep still.’ 

15Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell 

the Israelites to go forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and stretch 

out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go 

into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts of the 

Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 

for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot 

drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 

chariot drivers.’ 

26Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the 
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sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon 

their chariots and chariot drivers.’ 27So Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 

the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the 

sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 

drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 

sea; not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites walked on dry 

ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 

right and on their left. 

30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel 

saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the great work 

that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the 

LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

1Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: 

 ‘I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

  horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 

 2The LORD is my strength and my might, 

  and he has become my salvation; 

 this is my God, and I will praise him, 

  my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Collect 

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 

Amen. 

 

Romans 6.3-11 – Dead to sin, alive to God 

3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried 

with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 

newness of life. 

5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know 

that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 

be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ, 

being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 

but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Blessing and lighting the Easter Candle 

The Easter Candle may be marked here. 

Christ yesterday and today, 

the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, 

all time belongs to him, 

and all ages; 

to him be glory and power, 

through every age and for ever. 

Amen. 

Nails or incense studs may be inserted into the Easter Candle. 

By his holy and glorious wounds 
may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 

Amen. 

Eternal God, 

who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

set us aflame with the fire of your love, 

and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The president lights the Easter Candle, saying 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

The minister bearing the Candle raises it and says or sings three times 

The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Easter Candle is placed on a stand. 
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Gospel Reading – John 20:1-11 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

Alleluia. 

He has defeated the powers of death. 

Alleluia. 

Jesus turns our sorrow into dancing. 

Alleluia. 

He has the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.’ 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out 

and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but 

the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 

not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that 

had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 

rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they 

did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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The Easter Acclamation 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

We sing, 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Now he is living, the Christ. 

Out of the tomb he is risen; 

he has conquered death, 

opened heaven to all believers. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Christ is the firstfruits from death, 

filling the church with his glory! 

Darkness vanishes 

in the light of his power. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Christopher Walker © 2010 OCP, reproduced by permission 

 

Sermon 
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Declaration of Faith 

Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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Hymn – In Christ alone 

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, 

He is my light, my strength, my song; 

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, 

When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 

My Comforter, my All in All, 

Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

2. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,  

Fullness of God in helpless babe!  

This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save:  

Till on that cross as Jesus died,  

The wrath of God was satisfied –  

For every sin on Him was laid;  

Here in the death of Christ I live. 

3. There in the ground His body lay,  

Light of the world by darkness slain:  

Then bursting forth in glorious Day  

Up from the grave He rose again!  

And as He stands in victory  

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  

For I am His and He is mine –  

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.  

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,  

This is the power of Christ in me;  

From life's first cry to final breath,  

Jesus commands my destiny. 

No power of hell, no scheme of man,  

Can ever pluck me from His hand;  

Till He returns or calls me home,  

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!  

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty ©  2001 Thankyou Music, reproduced by permission under CCL#131459 
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Blessing 

God, who through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ  

 has given us the victory, 

give you joy and peace in your faith;  

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

A minister says  

With the risen life of Christ within you, 

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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