Worship for the Third Sunday of Easter

We prepare to worship

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and hope.

He has raised Jesus from the dead.

God has claimed us as his own.

He has brought us out of darkness.

He has made us light to the world.

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Risen Christ,

you walk with us each step of our journey,
whether we notice you or not.

As we set aside this time to seek you

may we find you already here with us.
Help us now to find the sense

you make of our lives

and to walk more confidently with you

in all that is yet to come. Amen.

Hymn - Christ whose glory fills the skies

Christ whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only light,
sun of righteousness arise,
triumph o’er the shades of night;
dayspring from on high, be near,
daystar, in my heart appear.



Dark and cheerless is the morn
unaccompanied by thee;

joyless is the day’s return,

till thy mercy’s beams | see,

till they inward light impart,

glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine,
pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, radiancy divine,

scatter all my unbelief;

more and more thyself display,
shining to the perfect day.

Wesley, Charles
Prayers for a new beginning

Invitation to Confession

Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God.
Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil
and confess our sins in penitence and faith.

Confession & Absolution

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

We have lived by our own strength,

and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.

Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Lord, hear us and help us.



We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us.

Lord, hear us and help us.

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse you from your sins,

and restore you in his image

to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.
To God be glory forever.

To God be glory forever.

Alleluia! Amen.

Alleluia! Amen.

Alleluia! Amen.

Alleluia! Amen.

Glory to God, glory to God, Son of the Father-...

Glory to God, glory to God, glory Holy Spirit...

Risen Christ,

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life

and fill us with your peace,

to the glory of God the Father.

Collect



We hear God’s Word

Reading —Acts 2:14a, 36-41

On the day of Pentecost, '“Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his
voice and addressed the crowd, ‘Let the entire house of Israel
know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah,
this Jesus whom you crucified.’

7Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and to the other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’
1Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. ¥For the promise is for you,
for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the
Lord our God calls to him.” ©And he testified with many other
arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save yourselves from this
corrupt generation.” #So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added to
their number.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn - All | once held dear

All | once held dear, built my life upon

All this world reveres, and wars to own

All | once thought gain | have counted loss
Spent and worthless now, compared to this

Knowing you, Jesus

Knowing you, there is no greater thing
You're my all, you're the best

You're my joy, my righteousness

And [ love you, Lord



Now my heart's desire is to know you more
To be found in you and known as yours

To possess by faith what | could not earn
All-surpassing gift of righteousness

Oh, to know the power of your risen life
And to know You in Your sufferings

To become like you in your death, my Lord
So with you to live and never die
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Reading Luke 24:13-35

130n that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, “and talking with each
other about all these things that had happened. sWhile they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,
lsbut their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 7And he said to
them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk
along? They stood still, looking sad. 1#Then one of them, whose
name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there
in these days? 19esus asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, “The
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people, 2and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and
crucified him. 22But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem
Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these
things took place. 2Moreover, some women of our group astounded
us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 2and when they did
not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. #Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the
women had said; but they did not see Jesus.” Then he said to them,
‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have declared! #Was it not necessary that the Messiah



should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 2Then
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked
ahead as if he were going on. »But they urged him strongly, saying,
‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.” So he went in to stay with them. :0When he was at the table
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus; and he
vanished from their sight. »They said to each other, ‘Were not our
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road,
while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 3That same hour they
got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and
their companions gathered together. 3#They were saying, ‘The Lord
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 3Then they told
what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known
to them in the breaking of the bread.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Hymn = St Patrick’s Breastplate

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me and before me.
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore.

Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in hearts of all who know me.
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger,
Christ in quiet and in roar.



Love, blessed Trinity of three,
Bound in unity

Who guides my journey.

| will arise with strength of heaven
Trusting in Your light

To guide my journey

Shine before me

Lead me home.

Power to guide me, might to hold me,
Wisdom teach me, watching o’er me.
Ear to hear me, hand to guard me,
Love to conquer every fear.
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We declare our faith

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist!?

All We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

All We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

All We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.

All This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray to the Lord, who has conquered death.
Hear us, risen Lord,
our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, bread from heaven,

you satisfy the hungry with good things:
grant us a share with all the faithful departed
in the banquet of your kingdom.

Hear us, risen Lord,

our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, the light of the world,

you gave the man born blind the gift of sight.
Open the eye of faith

and bring us from darkness

to your eternal light and glory.

Hear us, risen Lord,

our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, Son of the living God,

you summoned your friend Lazarus from death to life:
raise us at the last to full and eternal life with you.
Hear us, risen Lord,

our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, crucified Saviour,

in your dying you entrusted each to the other,
Mary your mother and John your beloved disciple:
sustain and comfort all who mourn.

Hear us, risen Lord,

our resurrection and our life.

Jesus, our way and truth and life,

you drew your disciple Thomas from doubt to faith:
reveal the resurrection faith to the doubting and the lost.
Hear us, risen Lord,

our resurrection and our life.



May God in his infinite love and mercy
bring the whole Church,

living and departed in the Lord Jesus,

to a joyful resurrection

and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Praise and thanksgiving

Our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from death,
we praise you for changed lives and new hopes at Easter.

You come to Mary in the garden,

and turn her tears into joy.

For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.

You come to the disciples in the upper room,
and turn their fear into courage.

For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.



You come to the disciples by the lakeside,
and turn their failure into faith.

For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.

You come to the disciples on the Emmaus road,
and turn their despair into hope.

For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.

You come to your people now,

and turn our weakness into triumph.

For your love and mercy we give you thanks:
we praise your holy name.

Hymn - In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength, my song;

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,

Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied —

For every sin on Him was laid;

Here in the death of Christ | live.



There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain:

Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,

For | am His and He is mine —

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,

This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
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Blessing and sending out

Live now as those who have met with Christ

in the morning of this day.

Live now as those who hearts have burned within them,
as the Scriptures were explained.

Live now as those

who have been touched by resurrection.

And may the blessing of God Almighty,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

rest upon you and those you love
today and always.

Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
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